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BOOK REVIEWS. 



John Selden and His Table-Talk. By Robert Waters. 
New York: Eaton & Mains, 1899. 

John Selden — the. famous contemporary of Ben Jonson and 
Sir Francis Bacon — needs no introduction to our readers; but 
it gives us great pleasure to recommend to their attention this 
pleasing edition of his famous table-talk. It would be a waste 
of time to speak of the wit, the charm and the sound wisdom 
of those familiar discourses after they have been so highly 
spoken of by such eminent critics as Coleridge and Hallam. 
The editor has heightened their interest and strengthened the 
allusions by the insertion of apt notes. The work also contains 
an account of famous bygone table-talks, the career of John 
Selden, and a chapter telling of the origin of Selden' s table-talk, 
and its popularity. E. W. K. 



BiRDSEYE's Abbott's Clerks' and Conveyancers' Assist- 
ant. By C. F. Birdseye. New York: Baker, Vorhis & 
Co., 1899. 

The original edition of this work, by Austin and Benjamin 
V. Abbott, has been so long before the profession, and has 
always been so favorably regarded, that it scarely needs any 
new commendation at this late day. In preparing the present 
edition Mr. Birdseye has retained as many of the old forms as 
are not obsolete and has added new ones, which almost double 
the size and consequently the value of the book. The 1,500 
forms which the book embraces range from the simpler kinds 
of contracts to the most intricate corporate agreements, such as 
Railroad Leases, Railroad Mortgages, Car Trust Agreements. 
The index, too, is an exceedingly comprehensive one, in that 
it covers not only the titles to the forms, but their more impor- 
tant covenants and agreements as well. No lawyer can afford 
to be without it. O. S, 



A Treatise on the Law of Bills of Exchange, Promis- 
sory Notes, Bank Notes and Cheques. By the Right 
Honorable Sir John Barnard BylEs. Sixteenth Edition. 
Edited by Maurice Barnard Byles and Walter John Barnard 
Byles. London: Sweet & Maxwell, Limited, 1899. 

A work which has passed through sixteen English and eight 
American editions in seventy years needs no word of comment 
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upon its established usefulness to student and practitioner. 
Chief Justice Sharswood has well said in the prefaces to his 
American editions: "This treatise has won its way so entirely 
into public confidence as an accurate and practical compen- 
dium of the I<aw of Bills of Exchange and Promissory Notes, 
as evidenced by the demand constantly recurring for new 
editions both in England and this country, that nothing further 
need be said in its favor. ' ' 

In his preface to the First Edition (1829) the author expressed 
the purpose of his "little book " to be to "supply a want, felt 
by maay, of a plain and brief summary of the principal practi- 
cal points relating to bills and notes, supported by a reference 
to the leading or latest authorities." Subsequent cases and 
statutes have been included in the later editions, and the 
authorities on the subject are so numerous that it has always 
been the difficulty of the editors to avoid destroying the sjmi- 
metery and usefulness of the book by crowded references. 
These editions have each been successful, and Byles on Bills is 
more extensively cited than any other work on that subject, 
and is preeminently the leading authority on Bills and Notes. 
The crystallization of the law relating to the vexed topics treated 
in this work into such a small compass has excited both the 
wonder and admiration of the profession and the courts in this 
country and in England. 

In the Sixteenth London Edition is still preserved that same 
succinctness of text and judicious selection of leading points 
and cases so remarkable in the First Edition. The arrange- 
ment, however, of the latest edition, is somewhat changed. 
The more recent editions follow the chronological order: the 
first ten chapters are devoted to a description of the instru- 
ment, the next two to the title of the holder, the following six 
to his duties, and the remaining seven to his rights, how they 
may be lost or qualified, or enforced by action or proof in bank- 
ruptcy. The American Editions (the Eighth, appearing (1891) 
have so far followed the older arrangement. It is to be hoped 
that a new American edition will soon be forthcoming, in- 
cluding the more recent statutes and cases. 

The work includes, as some of the earlier editions have done, 
an appendix containing all the English statutes in force upon 
the subject of Bills and Notes. In 1882 there came into force the 
"Act to Codify the Law relating to Bills of Exchange, Cheques 
and Promissory Notes " (45 and 46 Vict. c. 61). This appears 
among the other statutes. This Act is constantly referred to 
in the text as " The Code," and the present Sixteenth Edition 
contains an Index showing the ' ' Sections of Code, where 
referred to in Text," — of the greatest value to the English 
attorney. 

An edition so carefully prepared will serve to sustain and 
strengthen the reputation which Byles on Bills has established 
as a standard work, and we commend it for its accuracy 
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and compendiousness to every student of law, and as a work 
without whicli the library of every legal and business man is 
necessarily incomplete. /. S. K. 



Principles of Pleading. By James Gould, I^I,. D. 
Edited by Franklin Fiske Heard. Fifth Edition. New 
York: Banks & Brothers, 1892. 

An old friend is none the less welcome because he wears a 
new dress, and we are well pleased to see that Mr. Justice 
Gould's book has been receiving the attention it so richly 
merits. It has been so long before the public and is so well 
known to the profession that we shall say nothing of its gen- 
eral features. To the student we say that it is a conscientious 
and comprehensive work, than which few can be found better 
adapted to his requirements. 

The present edition is the fifth since the book was originally 
published in 1832, but we see that the editor, Mr. Heard, has 
been both wise and reverent enough to preserve the text intact, 
placing his additional comments and remarks in the last pages 
of the book. It speaks well for the original value of the work, 
that after the lapse of such a period of time so little addition 
was necessary to modernize it. Mr. Heard has given us only 
seventy pages of addenda in a book of nearly six hundred, but 
apparently they are amply sufficient. Mr. Gould's work has 
now received what alone it needed — the attention of a careful 
and competent man in bringing it up-to-date — and there is no 
reason why it should not now be as valuable to the law- 
students of the present generation as it has been to those of 
the past. P. M. R. 



A Treatise on Criminal Pleading and Practice. By 
Joseph Henry Beale, Jr., Professor of Law in Harvard 
University. Boston: I,ittle, Brown & Co., 1899. 

In this work, which appears in the Student's Series, Profes- 
sor Beale has made a contribution to legal literature valuable 
alike to the practicing lawyer and the student, and has demon- 
strated that it is possible in the compass of four hundred pages 
to treat fully and luminously of the principles of an important 
legal topic. 

The work is divided into four parts. Part I deals with Mat- 
ters Before Trial, Part II with the Accusation, Part III the 
Trial, and Part IV with Matters of the Trial, Arrest of Judg- 
ment, Appeal, Sentence, etc. 

Heretofore students and lawyers have been obliged to make 
their choice between "handbooks" containing mere bald and 



